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Overview on Jing Forum 2009

Nation and 
Identity

ωclarify the most fundamental conflict 
existed between China and Japan

Media

ωanalyze the influence of media and try to 
ƎŜǘ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ άƳŜŘƛŀ-ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέ 

East Asia

ωProve that a more cooperation could be 
reached by promotion of labor force 
movement.



Section Presentation
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Jing Forum 2009

Nation and Identity



Agenda

ÅIntroduction

ÅMethodology

ÅDǊƻǳǇ ά/ƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƻǊȅέ

ÅDǊƻǳǇ ά/ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭέ

ÅConclusion
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Introduction
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Members

At the Anti-Japan War Memorial Museum in Beijing



Our goal
Fieldwork and lecture

Lecture

Prof. Wang Ping

Mr. Chen Zhijiang

Prof. Wang Xinsheng

Prof. Gui Yongtao

Fieldwork

The memorial museum of Chinese peopleôs Anti-Japanese war

Those who experienced the war in Japan

Our goal

To get over the mistrust concerning 

on national image



Why we should talk about National Image

National Image is background of many other aspect of mistrust

Military

Environment

Economy Food Security

History

MISTRUST



Methodology

How to approach mistrust through 
national image



Goal & Methodology

UT PKU

Assumption

Discussion

Information

Explanation

Self reflection Self reflection

Figure out difference 

in the way of thinking

Find out ñglassesò=our own 

unconscious framework or 

values

Objective: Be conscious about our own different sense of values by 

approaching the cause of mistrust through discussing the assumption on 

the national image of each nation



To dig deeper, 3 Layers of mistrust
are to be talked about

1. Information

2.Understanding 

3. Difference

1. Information
Mistrust that is causedby lackor wrong
information. Couldbe solvedby sharing
the right information.

2. Logically acceptable difference 
Mistrust that is causedby our different
social context or emvironment. Could
be solved by understanding that
difference,or how it cameto be.

3. Emotionally unacceptable difference
Mistrust that is based on unconscious
value or perspectivesthat we cannot
change.

Mistrust



Japanese people have 
contradictory characteristics

Assumption from PKU to UT:



Explanations

China Japan

Japanese are polite and cruel

High suicide rate and self

destructive behavior in Japan

showcases the cruel aspects of

the Japanese characteristics

Suicide is not closely related to

extreme actions like murder, since

we take our lives very different

from othersô

Japan as a nation could be driven

to war since it does not have a

principle

Japanese have strong confidence

that they will not be going to war

Japanese swing between East and West

Japan needs to be consistent

about East and West in the culture

and social system

No contradiction between culture

and social system In Japan,

because it is a show



What we were able to overcome

After: Japanese have certain reasons for their  

contradictory actions

Before: Japanese are contradicting



Self-reflection

Japanese are contradicting

but with reason

(East and West)

Japan still 

has not 

felt sorry 

for 

Chinese 

people 

even 

though 

they did 

bad 

things

Japanese War

Related Issues

(Cruelty)

mistrust



Why Current Japanese
Cannot Feel Sorry Completely

Japan

Cannot be sorry 

completely

China

Needs to have 

reactions

Positions War makes victims 

(includes aggressors 

as well)

Aggressors makes 

victims

Information Limited information on 

China related issues 

during the war

Information given

Relations between 

individual and country

Disconnections with 

the military 

government, focusing 

on individuals

Strong sense of being 

connected to the 

country and its history



Changes & Differences from Chinese

BEFORE AFTER

ÅThe rational explanations do make sense, but we are still not 
sure whether these reasons can really remove Chineseôs fear for 
future collision. 

ÅUnderstand the sources of 

Japaneseôs ñcontradictoryò 

behaviors and the reasons why 

they think they wonôt go to war 

again

ÅRational explanations and 

direct communication can 

decrease the major mistrust

Japaneseôs 

contradictory 

character will 

contribute to potential 

harms (war) to China



Chinese people follow the authority 
without critical thinking

Assumption from UT to PKU:



1 2Questions to PKU Question the questions

ÅDifferent aspects of  society

ÅSocial structure

ÅCurrent situations

ÅDifferent attitudes towards 

the war

Our discussion is consisted of  two parts

Self- Reflection 

Topics

ÅProviding basic knowledge for 

understanding the problems

ÅTrying to find out the motivation 

behind the questionPurpose



China Japan

Value Seek for Stability

їmore need for sense 

of unification

Think stability as given

їless need for sense of 

unification

Reason ÅDiversity

ÅBig nation 

ÅHistoric lessons

ÅHomogeneous society

ÅSmall nation

Example

Sichuan

Earthquake

Future national 

interest>Present interest 

of minority

ÅIndifferent to national interest

ÅEmphasis on human life

Different value system is one example of what we find out in 
our first part of discussion



We noticed that anti-Japanese sentiments in China may be the 
real roots of UTôs assumption

PKUós argument

ÅItós nature for us to 

remember the history

ÅHow come Japanese donót 

have anti-US sentiments?

UTós assumption

ÅChinese people have 

strong  anti-Japan 

sentiment

ÅChinese people follow 

authority without critical 

thinking

Å So the anti-Japan 

sentiment can be used in 

other ways

Anti-Japan feelings is the true cause



Self-reflection

National unification

Anti-Japan feeling

Without criticizing
mistrust

Anti-war 

feeling

Instead 

of anti-

US 

feeling



Different attitude toward war 
Japan:

Anti-WAR not anti-US

China:

Anti-JAPAN

Psychology Victim & Aggressor 

ŸStrong denial to 

former Japanese 

government 

Victim

ŸPsychological 

advantage

Different situation 

during the war

Air Bombing Close combat 

After the war ÅUnder US occupation

ÅHave no choice

ÅSubstantial welfare

ÅEducation

ÅMedia

ÅEasily inherited memory

ÅBut quite often, we just 

follow main stream



Changes & Differences from Chinese 

ÅEmotionally, we canôt behave like Japanese to the U.S. even 

considering those reasons, because of different value system;

ÅCannot understand  Jôs 

inclination to US

ÅUnderstand the reason  for Jôs 

attitude toward war and US

ÅRealized the 

irrational elements in Côs anti-

Japan sentiments

Before After



Changes & Differences from Japanese 

ÅWe still believe in the value in which we express ourselves right now 

ÅWe are still concerned that anti-Japan feeling might become 

momentum of unification

ÅChinese people follow the 

authority without critical thinking

ÅChinese people tend to follow  

the authority with critical thinking 

to some extent

ÅJapanese also tend to follow 

the authority without critical 

thinking

Before After



Conclusions

ÅIn the first place, we get to know each other

ÅHowever, we realize some differences are just 
there, which are logically understandable but 
not emotionally acceptable

ÅBut, we still can talk with each other to tame 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘǊǳǎǘΧ









Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

Agenda

1. Outline

2. General Knowledge

3. Case Study

4. Promotion of ML



Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

What is Media?

Form of 

Media
CategoryCountryMedia

Media

Chinese 
Media

Traditional 
Media

Paper-
Newspaper

Video-TV, 
Movie

Sound-
Radio

New 
Media

Internet-
Website, 

BBS

Japanese 
Media



Biased

How media generates bad consequences?
Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML



CHINA JAPAN

Enterprise Advertisement Advertisement

Audience Reader oriented Reader oriented

Government
Publicity Department of 

CPC Central Committee

PRESS CLUB

MIC

Problems of Media?
Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML



Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

Our solution



/ŀǎŜ L ά5ǳƳǇƭƛƴƎέ

Media
ÅHorrible wording
ľ Ŀ
ÅCombined previous cases
ÅCriticism to CHN   

Government

ÅSafety of other CHN food companies

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML



Media

Bad 

Consequence

ÅNegatively exaggerated reports attract 
readers

ÅTendency not to purchase  Chinese  
products

ÅJapanese import declined

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

/ŀǎŜ L ά5ǳƳǇƭƛƴƎέ
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Media

Bad 

Consequence

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

/ŀǎŜ L ά5ǳƳǇƭƛƴƎέ



Media

Bad 

Consequence

ÅNegatively exaggerated reports attract 
readers

ÅTendency not to purchase  Chinese  
products

ÅJapanese import declined

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

/ŀǎŜ L ά5ǳƳǇƭƛƴƎέ



Media

Bad 

Consequence

Media Literacy

e.g. percentage of poisoned food

e.g contact with your  Chinese
e.g be careful not to be too emotional

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

/ŀǎŜ L ά5ǳƳǇƭƛƴƎέ



Case ϳAnti-Japan demonstration/Yasukuni Shrine

Media

Anti-Japan 

demonstration

Yasukuni

Shrine

ÅEmphasize violence 

Åmotivated by 
Chinese government

ÅMilitarism symbol 

ÅSome media/ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ

ÅPercentage was small
ÅStudents were 

warned not to

ÅBackground
ÅOther major media/ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML



Media

Bad 

Consequence

ÅMisunderstanding between two countries deepened

ÅSino-Japanese investment and trade exasperated 
όC5L ол҈Ҩύ

ÅJapanese students, technicians, etc unwilling to come

ÅChinese media: government control

ÅJapanese media: attract readers

ÅJapanese media: ideology

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

Case ϳAnti-Japan demonstration/Yasukuni Shrine



Media

Bad 

Consequence

Media Literacy

ÅPercentage of demonstrators
ÅWhat is the Yasukuni Shrine
ÅhǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƳŜŘƛŀ κ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ

ÅWikipedia: Population of Shanghai 20 million
ÅHistorical & religious place
Å¦{ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ ƛǘǎ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ²ŀǊ ŜƴŜƳȅ

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

Case ϳAnti-Japan demonstration/Yasukuni Shrine



STOP

Case studyGeneral knowledgeOutline Promotion of ML

Case ŉ ODA


